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Christianity, Sects and Cults

Elements of 
Faith Historic Christianity International 

Church of Christ 
Seventh-Day 

Adventist Church Jehovah's Witnesses Mormons  Church of Christ, 
Scientist 

Unity School of 
Christianity 

Church of 
Scientology Unification Church The Way 

International 

Key Figures 
in History 

Jesus, the Christ, eter-
nally one with the Father 
and incarnated supernat-
urally through the Virgin 
Mary. John 1:1-12; Matt 
1:18-25

Kip McKean (b. 
May 13, 1954)

Ellen G. White, who 
possessed a modern 
"spirit of prophecy" 
(1827-1915)

Charles Taze Russell 
(1852-1916)

Joseph Smith Jr. 
(1805-1844)

Mary Baker Eddy 
(1821-1910)

Charles (1854-1948) 
& Myrtle (1845-
1931) Fillmore

L. Ron Hubbard 
(1911-1986)

Sun Myung Moon (b.-
Jan. 6, 1920)

Victor Paul Wierville 
(1916-1985)

Sources of 
Authority 

Bible (Old & New Testa-
ments). Unique, revealed, 
factual, accurate, & in-
spired Word of God. Sole 
authority for faith & prac-
tice. 2 Tim. 3:16-17.

The Bible as inter-
preted by elders & 
evangelists & 
taught in "Bible 
talk" sessions. 

The Bible as ex-
plained to White in 
her visions & inter-
preted in her 
books. 

Bible ( New World 
Translation of Holy 
Scriptures) as inter-
preted by Watchtower 
Bible and Tract Society.

Bible (except the "er-
rors"); The Book of 
Mormon; Doctrine 
and Covenants; 
Pearl of Great Price; 
revelations of the 
Mormon prophets. 

Bible, as interpreted 
metaphysically by 
Mary Baker Eddy in 
Science and Health 
with Key to the Scrip-
tures 

Bible as interpreted 
by the Fillmores. It 
has an outer (literal) 
meaning & an inner 
(metaphysical) 
meaning. Other sa-
cred writings also 
valued. 

Selected writings of 
Hubbard, particu-
larly Dianetics: The 
Modern Science of 
Mental Health. 

Bible, as interpreted in 
Divine Principle (Moon's 
basic teachings). 

Bible (King James 
Version) as "worked" 
(studied & explained) 
by writings of Wier-
wille (the "keys" to 
the Bible). 

Supreme 
Being 

One personal/supreme 
God who is Creator & 
Lord of everything that 
exists. He eternally exists 
as Triune God: Father, 
Son, Holy Spirit. Gen. 1; 
Deut. 6:4; Matt. 28:19.

One God, who re-
veals Himself as 
Person; as Father, 
Son, Holy Spirit. 
(This group mini-
mizes the role of 
the Holy Spirit.

Same as historic 
Christianity

One God, properly 
called Jehovah. His 
Holy Spirit is an imper-
sonal force. Reject the 
doctrine of Trinity.

God, (Heavenly Fa-
ther) is an exalted 
man with a physical 
body of flesh & 
bone. Was a man in 
a preexistence.

An impersonal but 
omnipotent being 
who is Principle, Life, 
Truth, Love, & Mind.

Impersonal princi-
ple, universal intelli-
gence, & Love.

A Supreme Being, 
but his exact nature 
is determined by 
each person.

One person only, with 
dual characteristics 
(positive/negative, 
male/female).

God is one eternal 
spirit. There is no 
Trinity. Holy Spirit is 
a designation for 
God; "holy spirit" is 
the power conferred 
at Pentecost.

Person of 
Jesus 

One divine Person, eter-
nal, with two natures-hu-
man & divine. Born on 
earth as a fully human 
being. Supreme example 
of God's character & His 
love for humanity. Full 
and final revelation of 
God and His love. John 
1:1-13

Same as historic 
Christianity. 

 Same as historic 
Christianity. 

A created being with 
stages of existence: 1. 
Archangel Michael or 
the Word. 2. Jesus, per-
fect man, became Mes-
siah at his baptism; 3. 
After his spiritual res-
urrection, became 
Michael again but re-
tains the name Jesus.

Jesus is the spiritual 
& physical offspring 
of God by procre-
ation. Had a preexis-
tence as God's spirit 
child and brother of 
Lucifer. 

 Jesus, separate from 
Christ, a human be-
ing who more than 
any other shows the 
"Christ-ideal."

Jesus was a man in-
habited by the 
Christ-principle 
spirit. 

A great teacher who 
fully realized his 
personal divinity as 
a "clear." 

A perfect man who was 
faithful to God & at-
tained deity; not equal 
to God. 

Not coequal with 
God; did not preexist 
before his earthly 
life. Son of God, but 
not God the Son. A 
perfect man, but not 
divine. 

Work of 
Jesus Christ 

Jesus was born, lived, & 
died in a given time & 
place as a unique histori-
cal event. He lived a sin-
less life & willingly died 
on the cross as a sacri-
fice for the sins of hu-
manity. He is Messiah 
(Christ), Lord and Savior. 
John 1:14-18; 3:16

Same as historic 
Christianity. 

Lived a sinless life, 
died on the cross as 
atonement, & rose 
again. Entered 
"heavenly sanctuary" 
in 1844 to initiate 
"investigative judg-
ment" of those 
claiming to be Chris-
tians 

Christ's ransom sacri-
fice on a "stake" made 
salvation possible.

His death guaran-
tees immortality to 
all regardless of 
their faith, but one's 
exaltation must be 
completed by works. 
Suffered in Gethse-
mane for Adam's 
original sin.

Jesus is a "Way-
shower" & Healer.

Jesus was a way-
shower whose cruci-
fixion was not sacri-
ficial, but released 
grace (inspiration).

One Savior among 
many who teach 
people how to be 
"clear" of engrams 
(empressions of 
past experiences). 

He was to restore origi-
nal relationship be-
tween God & humanity 
by marriage. His mis-
sion was incomplete 
because he was cruci-
fied before marriage. 
He is a spiritual, not 
physical savior. 

His ransom death 
was a legal transac-
tion making salva-
tion possible. 

Doctrine of 
Humanity 

Humanity is part of cre-
ation, but distinct from 
the rest of creation & 
from God. Human beings 
are created in God's im-
age. Every person is a 
unique, precious being of 
dignity & worth. Gen. 
1:26-28.

Human beings are 
created in the im-
age of God. Every 
person is born in-
nocent. 

 Same as historic 
Christianity. 

Created in Jehovah's 
image; a soul, not im-
mortal; capable of re-
sponding to Jehovah.

Preexistent spiritual 
offspring of God; ba-
sically good; gods in 
embryo.

People exist in God's 
image & likeness, 
therefore are divine. 
People are spirit, not 
matter (which is un-
real).

All people possess 
the Christ-spirit 
within. 

Each person is an 
immortal, divine 
soul, basically good, 
in three parts: soul 
(thetan), mind (the 
accumulation of all 
past experiences), & 
body (physical).

Created in the image of 
God (duality: male & fe-
male).

Each person is body, 
soul, & spirit, but not 
immortal. 



Elements of 
Faith Historic Christianity International 

Church of Christ 
Seventh-Day 

Adventist Church Jehovah's Witnesses Mormons  Church of Christ, 
Scientist 

Unity School of 
Christianity 

Church of 
Scientology Unification Church The Way 

International 

The Basic 
Human 

Problem 

Sin: By an act of their  
will, Adam and Eve chose 
to sin against God, re-
jecting His nature, & pur-
suing a course of life that 
is opposed to His essen-
tial character & revealed 
law. By God's appoint-
ment, they stood in the 
place of the whole hu-
man race. The guilt of 
this sin was imputed to, 
and their corrupted na-
ture passed on to all 
their posterity by ordi-
nary birth. Gen.3; Rom. 
3:23.

Sin: By their free 
will, human beings 
have chosen to sin 
against God, re-
jecting His nature 
& disobeying His 
laws. 

Sin: People willingly 
reject command-
ments of God such 
as the Ten Com-
mandments, espe-
cially violation of 
eternal seventh-day 
Sabbath law. 

Sin: willful rebellion 
against Jehovah.

Sin: disobedience to 
God's laws. Adam's 
fall, in God's plan, 
caused loss of im-
mortality. Each per-
son responsible for 
his or her own sin. 

The illusion that mat-
ter is real. (Matter, 
sin, evil, sickness, & 
death are not real.) 

Failure to realize & 
live up to one's di-
vine potential. 

Engrams (learned 
behavior or conflicts 
from one's past, in-
cluding previous 
lifetimes & prenatal 
experiences) pre-
vent individuals 
from realizing their 
own divinity. 

Human beings broke 
relationship with God 
through disobedience 
& misuse of love & are 
now related to Satan as 
result of sexual sin in 
the Fall.

Adam's fall caused 
loss of human spirit 
& broken relation-
ship with God. Little 
emphasis on individ-
ual sins. 

Solution to 
the Basic 
Human 

Problem 

Salvation-release from 
the guilt & power of sin - 
is God's gift of grace 
through Christ's atone-
ment, received through 
personal faith in Christ. 
Eph. 2:8-9

Admittance of sin, 
repentance, be-
coming a disciple, 
& baptism by im-
mersion in water 
for remission of 
sin by the ICOC. 

Repentance, faith in 
Christ as Savior, 
baptism by immer-
sion, & keeping of 
commandments. 

Allegiance to Jehovah 
plus works (baptism, 
faithfulness in King-
dom Hall work; those 
ignorant of Jehovah 
given a chance to be-
lieve during millen-
nium).

Exaltation or god-
hood through obedi-
ence to Mormon 
teachings: repen-
tance, faith, bap-
tism, endowments, 
celestial marriage, 
tithing. Baptism for 
the dead saves some 
non-Mormons 
posthumously

Casting out illusions 
of reality of matter, 
sin, evil sickness, & 
death in favor of the 
"all-reality" of spirit. 

Through conscious 
union with Jesus, 
people can over-
come lower human 
impulses & trans-
form their bodies to 
make them perpetu-
ally healthy, there-
fore immortal, at-
taining eternal life 
(unity with God). 

Dianetic counseling 
(auditing) leads a 
person to become 
"clear" of engrams, 
attain full human 
potential, & become 
fully aware of per-
sonal divinity. 

Accept Jesus Christ for 
spiritual salvation & the 
Lord of the Second Ad-
vent (Moon) for physi-
cal salvation. Pay per-
sonal indemnity (works) 
for self, ancestors, & 
the world. 

Human spirit re-
gained through faith 
in Jesus Christ. Spiri-
tual maturity, mani-
fested in tongue-
speaking, comes 
through renewed 
mind. Sinless perfec-
tion attainable in this 
life. 

Ethics 
(Value 

System) 

Ultimate values for hu-
manity are based on 
God's character and His 
Ten Commandments. Hu-
man beings are poten-
tially good, but not in-
evitably good. They al-
ways need God's grace to 
renew their characters.

Jesus commanded 
total obedience to 
a discipler. Not to 
have such a part-
ner is "to be rebel-
lious to God."  

Christians expected 
to keep specific 
commandments, 
avoid unhealthy 
foods & lifestyles, & 
keep seventh-day 
Sabbath.

Those not loyal to Jeho-
vah are unrighteous; all 
earthly organizations 
controlled by Satan; Je-
hovah's Witnesses re-
quired to obey Jeho-
vah's laws as explained 
by Watchtower Bible 
and Tract Society. 

People are to obey 
the laws of God; 
Mormons expected 
to observe the 
"Word of Wisdom" 
(rules for conduct). 

Christian Scientists 
"solemnly promise" 
to watch & pray for 
"the mind of Christ," 
to obey the Golden 
Rule, & to be merci-
ful, just, & pure. 

The kingdom of 
heaven or harmony 
is within people, 
who are to establish 
the law & order ex-
isting in Divine Mind 
(God). The Golden 
Rule should be the 
standard of action 
among people. 

Individuals must be 
able to put knowl-
edge to use to help 
themselves & oth-
ers. The final test: 
"Did the data and 
the use of it in life 
actually  improve 
conditions or didn't 
it?"

Good society can be 
achieved only through 
a peaceful revolution of 
the heart. People must 
be transformed from 
selfishness to un-
selfishness, centered 
on the love of God. 

The soul/mind (sin-
ful nature) that con-
trols each person can 
only be "renewed" by 
proper study. The 
sign of a renewed 
mind is speaking in 
tongues-a sign of 
sinless perfection. 

Life After 
Death 

Eternal communion with 
God (heaven) or eternal 
separation from God 
(hell). Heb. 9:27; Rev. 20-
22

Eternal commu-
nion with God 
(heaven) for faith-
ful disciples or 
eternal separation 
from God (hell) for 
those unfaithful. 

Eternal communion 
is heaven for faithful 
remnant or annihila-
tion for wicked (no 
eternal hell). 

144,000 "elect" to 
reign with Christ in 
Kingdom of God 
(heaven). Other Jeho-
vah's Witnesses to live 
on glorified paradise 
earth. Annihilation for 
all who reject Jehovah.

One of three king-
doms: Celestial - re-
newed earth, where 
men become gods 
or angels; Terrestrial 
- planet for right-
eous non-Mormons; 
Telestial - planet for 
the wicked. Perdi-
tion is reserved for 
Satan and most 
wicked. 

Since there is no 
death, individuals 
move into another 
plane toward fulfill-
ment in love, light, & 
truth.
 

If people live well in 
this present life, 
they will also live 
well in whatever life 
will follow. People 
progress through 
many lifetimes (rein-
carnation) to ulti-
mate union (unity) 
with an impersonal 
God. 

Reincarnation of 
soul (thetan) until it 
attains the state of 
spiritual awareness 
& liberation from 
matter, energy, 
space, & time 
(MEST)

 All humans will be-
come divine in an 
earthly kingdom of God 
& a perfect relationship 
with God will be re-
stored.

Soul sleep for all be-
tween death & resur-
rection; finally, 
heaven (for those 
whose minds are re-
newed) or hell (for all 
others). 



Other World Religions

Elements of 
Faith 

Roman Catholicism Judaism Native American 
Religions 

Hinduism Buddhism Islam Sikhism Baha'i World Faith New Age Movement 

 Key 
Figures in 
History 

Jesus, the Christ, eternally one 
with God and incarnated super-
naturally through the perpetual 
Virgin Mary, the Mother of God; 
the Popes and ecumenical 
church councils have also had 
great historical significance.

 Abraham, Moses, 
David

 None  Avatars (deities in 
various form). Gurus 
are spiritual teach-
ers.

 Siddhartha Gautama 
(who became Buddha, 
the Enlightened One) 
563-483 B.C.

 The Prophet Muham-
mad (or Mohammed) 
(A.D. 570-632)

Guru Nanak (A.D. 
1469-1539)

 Minza Husayn Ali 
(A.D. 1817-1892), 
known as 
Baha'u'llah.

 None

 Sources of 
Authority 

Catholics accept the Bible (OT, 
Apocrypha, & NT) as the in-
spired revelation of God. They 
also accept church tradition 
and the magisterium (the 
teaching authority of the 
Church) as sources of author-
ity.

Hebrew Bible 
(tanakh), including 
Torah, Prophets, & 
Writings. Basically 
the Christian Old 
Testament. 

Oral & written tradi-
tion, folklore; accu-
mulated wisdom of 
the tribe. 

Vedas, Upanishads, 
Epics, Puranas, and a 
host of other sacred 
writings. 

Sutras; Tripitaka (the 
Three Baskets).  

Qur'an (koran). Adi Granth (Guru 
Granth Sahib) con-
sidered inspired & 
authoritative; other 
sacred writings. 

Most Holy Book 
(Kitab-i-Aqdas). 

There is no objective 
source of authority. Sa-
cred writings & devotional 
material from many tradi-
tions hae spiritual value. 

Supreme 
Being 

There is only one God. God has 
revealed Himself as three Per-
sons: God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
He is Creator and Lord of ev-
erything that exists. Gen 1.

One God, who re-
veals Himself as Per-
son. He is Creator, 
Deliverer, & Lord of 
history.

Personal Supreme 
being & Creator, 
who is generally 
beneficent; empow-
ers lesser spiritual 
beings

Impersonal Ultimate 
Reality; or "The abso-
lute" Major Triad: 
Brahma, Shiva, 
Vishnu.

Southern Buddhism: irrel-
evant. Northern Bud-
dhism: Buddhahood.

God (Allah) is one. Strict 
monotheism - "There is 
no God but Allah."

One God, called Sat 
Guru ("true name"), 
who cannot be 
known by the human 
mind.

One God who is un-
knowable except 
through Manifesta-
tions (Messengers).

God (Ultimate Reality) is 
an impersonal power, of-
ten spoken of as energy, 
consciousness, mind, or 
truth. God is everything; 
everything is God.

 Person of 
Jesus 
Christ 

One divine Person, eternal - 
fully human & divine. Supreme 
example of God's character & 
His love for humanity, full and 
final revelation of God and His 
Love. John 1:1-13. 

An important 
prophet, but not a 
divine Person. He did 
good things & taught 
the Golden Rule 

Originally, no refer-
ence to Person or 
work of Jesus 
Christ. 

For some Hindus, Je-
sus was an Avatar or 
incarnation of God - 
one among many 
Avatars; a great spiri-
tual teacher, a guru. 

A teacher who may pos-
sess Buddhahood or En-
lightenment. One among 
many, not unique. 

A major prophet, spirit 
of Allah (or God), with-
out sin, but not divine; 
His miracles are signs 
that He came from 
God. 

Not a divine Person, 
but a man through 
whom God worked & 
revealed Himself. 

Son of God, but not 
divine. One of God's 
Manifestations, who 
include Krishna, 
Buddha, Abraham, 
Moses, Muhammad, 
Baha'u'llah. 

Jesus was one of many ap-
pearances of God 
throughout the ages, one 
of many people who were 
fully aware of their true di-
vinity. 

 Work of 
Jesus 
Christ 

Jesus was born, lived, & died in 
a given time & place as a 
unique historical event. He 
lived a sinless life & willingly 
died on the cross as a sacrifice 
for the sins of humanity. He 
arose from the dead & as-
cended into heaven. He is the 
Messiah (Christ), Lord, and Sav-
ior, who will one day come 
again in glory & power. John 
1:14-18; 1:16. 

Judaism generally 
considers Jesus to be 
an itinerant Jewish 
teacher. His death 
has no saving effect. 
He is not the Mes-
siah. 

Currently, occa-
sional reference to 
Jesus as a religious 
leader who lived a 
long time ago. 

Jesus was a great re-
ligious teacher 
whose teachings can 
be valuable today. 

Jesus was a great reli-
gious teacher whose 
teachings can be valu-
able today. 

Jesus was sent to the 
children of Israel & 
faithfully showed the 
signs of Allah, taught 
prayer, & brought the 
gospel (Injil). He did not 
die on a cross, but Allah 
took Him into heaven. 

Taught humans the 
Golden Rule; His 
death was not vicari-
ous. 

A great prophet-ed-
ucator for his age; 
gave divine teach-
ings. 

Christ is separate from Je-
sus, the way-shower. 
Christ is the perfect God 
idea - the awareness of di-
vinity within each person. 

Doctrine of 
Humanity  

Humanity is part of creation, 
but distinct from the rest of 
creation & from God. Human 
beings are created in God's im-
age. Every person is a unique, 
precious being of dignity & 
worth. Gen 1:26-28. 

Humanity is part of 
creation, but distinct 
from the rest of cre-
ation 7 from God. 
Human beings are 
created in the image 
of God & are free & 
self-determining. 

Human beings are 
subordinate to su-
pernatural forces & 
spirit-beings. 

Divine eternal soul 
part of God or Ulti-
mate Reality. Physical 
body has little 
worth. 

One lifetime for each 
person, composed of 
skanda (parts), but many 
lives for the parts. Con-
cept of anatta (no self) 
denies existence of a self 
beyond mental & physi-
cal attributes. 

Humans are basically 
pure, but fallible and 
need guidance. Created 
by Allah with ability to 
follow his will, human 
beings must give ac-
count of their conduct 
on the day of judgment. 

 Each person is a 
soul (& part of Uni-
versal soul) who has 
been reborn in this 
present life.

The human soul, 
created by God, is 
basically good. Men 
& women of all 
races are equal & re-
sponsible.  

Humanity is not distinct 
from God. Human beings 
are essentially divine; God 
is within each person. Ev-
eryone has the "Christ 
spirit:; everyone is poten-
tially good. 



Elements of 
Faith 

Roman Catholicism Judaism Native American 
Religions 

Hinduism Buddhism Islam Sikhism Baha'i World Faith New Age Movement 

 The Basic 
Human 

Problem 

Sin: By their free will, human 
beings have chosen to sin 
against God, rejecting His na-
ture & pursuing a course of life 
that is opposed to His essential 
character & revealed law. 
Catholics distinguish between 
venial sins and mortal sins. 
Gen.3; Rom. 3:23. 

Sin: Human rebellion 
& unfaithfulness to 
God's character & re-
vealed law. 

Human beings act 
in ways that upset 
the harmony of na-
ture and/or disrupt 
well-being of the 
community. 

The human condition 
is samsara (the flow 
of reality in which 
souls are continually 
dying & being re-
born). The present 
existence is an illu-
sion; people are un-
aware of their one-
ness with God. 

The human condition is 
suffering, caused by at-
tachment to things & the 
craving (desire) accompa-
nying this attachment.  

Sin: disobedience of re-
sponsible human beings 
to the law of Allah. Sin 
is caused by human 
weakness, forgetful-
ness, & a spirit of rebel-
lion. 

Sin: choosing to live 
in selfcenteredness; 
sensuous desires 
preferred to ego-
abandoning submis-
sion to God. 

Sin: lack of knowl-
edge & people's fail-
ure to develop their 
spiritual natures 
bring disobedience 
to divine commands 
taught by 
Baha'u'llah. 

Illusion, ignorance, or lack 
of perception. People are 
unaware of their true iden-
tity as divine, as one with 
God. They need to be "en-
lightened, " to find ulti-
mate spiritual knowledge 
& liberation from the cycle 
of reincarnation. Their pri-
mary need is for holism, 
to be integrated with the 
whole. 

Solution to 
the Basic 
Human 

Problem  

Salvation is an infused process 
of grace gained over one's life-
time through faith plus obser-
vance of Church sacraments 
and rituals.  

God grants salvation 
to people who re-
pent, trust in God, & 
obey Him according 
to their understand-
ing. 

Well-being of indi-
vidual & tribe; 
gained by prayer, 
pledges, & sacrifice 
that win attention & 
help of supernatural 
forces & departed 
elders. 

goal of life is to gain 
release (liberation) 
from the cycle of 
reincarnation & to 
pass beyond illusion 
to become one with 
the divine (Ultimate 
Reality) by following 
the proper yoga 
(path or discipline). 

Goal of life is nirvana to 
eliminate all desire of at-
tachment, particularly by 
following the Eight-fold 
Path.  

Allah (The Merciful One) 
acts in mercy. A per-
son's salvation depends 
largely upon personal 
observance of the Pillars 
of the Faith & submis-
sion to Allah. 

Attaining liberation 
(release) from the 
cycle of life, death, & 
rebirth through re-
peating the name of 
God & following the 
path of devotion. 

People attain 
present & future 
blessings through 
faith in God & 
Baha'u'llah & by per-
forming good works 
that advance civi-
lization & contribute 
to world unity & 
peace.  

People overcome lack of 
perception by using tech-
niques to change (trans-
form) consciousness. They 
can attain enlightenment 
when they step outside or-
dinary modes of percep-
tion ino altered states of 
consciousness that dispel 
illusory boundaries of in-
dividual existence. 

 Ethics 
(Value 

System) 

Ultimate values for humanity 
are based on God's character 
and His "revelation to human-
ity." Human beings are born 
under sin and this they always 
need God's grace to renew 
their character. Ex. 20; 2 cor. 
5:14-21. 

Ultimate values for 
humanity are based 
on God's character. 
The Ten Command-
ments, other laws of 
the Hebrew Bible, & 
teachings of the rab-
bis are moral guide-
lines for the Jewish 
community  

Based on well-being 
of the tribe; individ-
uals expected to 
fulfill their social 
roles in the tribe & 
follow the tradi-
tions. 

Deeds are right if 
they produce good 
conditions; deeds are 
wrong if they pro-
duce harm to one's 
self or to the world in 
general. 

The Eight-fold Path 
stresses moral virtue, in-
cluding right action & 
right vocation. Right con-
duct includes lov-
ing-kindness, selfless 
giving to others, & ef-
forts to alleviate human 
hurts. 

Allah judges human be-
ings for their actions in 
submitting to Allah, 
obeying the Shari'ah 
(holy law), & advancing 
the Ummah (people of 
Islam). 

Work, worship, & 
charity should domi-
nate one's life. Sikhs 
try to conquer & at-
tain rebirth over 
anger, pride, desire, 
greed, & ignorance. 

Baha'is value the 
virtues of love, jus-
tice, trustworthi-
ness, honesty, hu-
mility, & courtesy. 
They expect every 
believer to engage 
in useful work. 

No moral absolutes. Indi-
vidual self-rule should be 
the norm as people follow 
their own intuition. Root 
causes of evil are selfish 
living habits. 

 Life After 
Death 

Agree with historic Christianity 
on heaven and hell. However, 
Catholics also believe in purga-
tory, a temporary state where 
those who die in a state of 
grace are purified of their sins 
over time. 

Range of views: *Re-
ward or punishment 
in heaven or hell (or-
thodox) *Vagueness 
(conservative and re-
formed/reform) *De-
nial of afterlife (lib-
eral) 

Existence in a life 
patterned after this 
world, but free of 
pain & suffering. 
Wicked are forgot-
ten or annihilated. 

Cycles of reincarna-
tion until union with 
or reabsorption into 
Ultimate Reality. The 
desired ultimate 
state of existence is 
moksha ("final re-
lease"). 

Possible attainment of 
nirvana (negation of suf-
fering), a state of being 
that is realized through 
eliminating desire. 

Paradise (heaven) for 
faithful believers & hell 
(punishment) for nonbe-
lievers & those who 
commit shirk 
(apostasy). 

 Reincarnation 
(transmigration of 
souls) until one at-
tains absorption into 
God & the extin-
guishing of individu-
ality.

Individual (an im-
mortal soul) retains 
identity, progresses 
to presence of God. 
Heaven: rapid pro-
gression to God; 
Hell: slow progres-
sion. 

Souls are evolving toward 
union with God & will 
eventually find spiritual 
knowledge & liberation 
from the cycle of rebirth. 
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Origins

No one founder. Freemasonry is a 
secret society which claims de-
scent from the stonemasons of 
medieval Europe or Solomon's 
Temple, but which actually 
started in London in 1717 as a 
"lodge" with initiations, symbols, 
and degrees. Masons pass the 
Blue lodge first and may continue 
into Scottish Rite or York Rite. In 
the U.S.A.. the Grand Lodge of 
each state is the highest author-
ity. Estimated 3.2 million Masons 
worldwide; about 1.8 million in 
the U.S.A.

Said to be founded by 
Christian Rosenkreuz 
("rosy cross"), a leg-
endary occultist probably 
invented in 1614 by Jo-
hann Valentin Andreae 
(1588-1654). Europe 
spawned many Rosicru-
cian lodges. The largest 
is the Ancient Mystical 
0rder Rosae Grucis 
(AMORG) - or simply Rosi-
crucian Order - founded 
in 1915 by H. Spencer 
Lewis (1883-1939). Head-
quartered in San Jose, 
California, AM0RC has 
claimed hundreds of 
thousands of members in 
over 100 countries.

In broad terms, Kabbalah 
(from the Hebrew "to re-
ceive") is a form of Jew-
ish mysticism and extra-
biblical revelation dating 
at least to 12th-century 
Europe. The group now 
known as Kabbalah Cen-
tre International, Inc.-
claims it was founded in 
1922 by Rav Yehuda Ash-
lag (1885-1955) in 
Jerusalem. Others say it 
was founded in1969 by 
Shraga Feivel Gruberger 
(1927?-), now known as 
Philip S. Berg, who is de-
scribed as "the world's 
foremost authority on 
the Kabbalah." At least 
60 locations around the 
world. 

No one founder. Wicca 
has its roots in 19th-cen-
tury Britain. It was party 
inspired by Margaret Mur-
ray (1862-1963) and 
founded by Gerald Gard-
ner (1884-1964) in 1939. 
Some Wiccans believe it 
to be the oldest religion. 
Wicca is a subset of Neo-
paganism, which is a re-
vival of ancient polythe-
ism and reverence for the 
forces of nature. In both, 
nature is the model. 
Wicca sometimes focuses 
more on the Goddess and 
has different rituals from 
other pagan practices.

First Church of Satan was 
founded by Anton Szan-
dor LaVey (1930-1997) in 
San Francisco, California, 
in 1966. Many Satanic 
groups have modeled 
themselves on the 
Church of Satan. 

No one founder. This an-
cient belief was widely 
popularized in the 
United States in 1848 by 
sisters Margaret Fox 
(1838-1893) and Kate 
Fox (1841-1892) of Hy-
desville, New York.

No one founder. 
Voodoo - also spelled 
vodou (from the Fon 
vodu, "spirit" or "deity") 
was brought by West 
African slaves to colo-
nial Haiti, where it is 
now the dominant reli-
gion. It first entered the 
United States after the 
Haitian revolt of 1804.

Theosophy (from Greek 
theosophos, "one wise 
about God" or "divine 
wisdom") is an esoteric 
philosophy and move-
ment tracing its modern 
origin to Helena P. 
Blavatsky (1831-1891), 
also known as "Madame 
Blavatsky" or HPB. In 
1875 she founded the 
Theosophical Society in 
New York with Henry 
Steel 0lcott (1832-
1907). Four years later, 
the Society moved to In-
dia where it grew 
quickly, eventually be-
coming the fountain-
head of the "ancient wis-
dom" doctrine within 
Western occultism.

Key Writings

Ceremonies often use a Bible, but 
may use other "holy books" in-
stead. Popular writings: The 
Builders by Joseph Fort Newton 
(1914); Introduction to Freema-
sonry by Carl Claudy (1931); 
Coil's Masonic Encyclopedia 
(1961); and Mackey's Revised Ma-
sonic Encyclopedia (1966). The 
Grand Lodge of each state pub-
lishes a Monitor of rituals to use 
(these are similar, but not identi-
cal). 

Mastery of Life is an in-
troductory booklet. Popu-
lar books by Lewis in-
clude The Mystical Life of  
Jesus (1929), The Secret 
Doctrines of Jesus (1937), 
and Mansions of the Soul 
(1930). Rosicrucian Di-
gest is published quar-
terly; Rosicrucian Forum 
is for members only. In-
ner teachings are dis-
closed to initiates 
through secret "mono-
graphs" sent by mail, as 
well as by lectures, di-
rected studies, and mem-
bers-only gatherings.

The group's most impor-
tant text is the Zofar 
("Book of Splendor"), a 
22-volume collection of 
Hebrew and Aramaic 
writings and commen-
taries on the Torah which 
first appeared in Spain in 
the 12th or 13th century. 
Also various books by 
Philip Berg and his son, 
Yehuda, including Kab-
balah for the Layman 
(1977), The Essential Zo-
har (2002), and The 72 
Names of God: Technol-
ogy for the Soul (2003).

No holy books; however, 
many groups use The 
Book of Shadows, first 
compiled by Gardner and 
later expanded by him 
and by other leaders. 
Other popular works in-
clude The Spiral Dance by 
Starhawk (1979) and 
Witches' Bible by Janet 
and Stewart Farrar (1996). 

The Satanic Bible (1969), 
The Satanic Witch (1971), 
and other works by 
LaVey. 

Include Spiritualist Man-
ual (19111; Aquarian 
Gospel of Jesus the 
Christ by Levi H. Dowling 
(1908); 0ahspe by John 
Ballou Newbrough 
(1882); and the Bible (se-
lected portions).

None. Voodoo's beliefs 
and practices are based 
primarily on oral tradi-
tions and vary from 
place to place.

Blavatsky's The Secret 
Doctrine (1 888), Isis 
Unveiled (1877), and 
The Key to Theosophy 
(1889). Periodicals in-
clude Sunrise.

Key Beliefs Masonry claims to transmit secret 
teachings from ancient times. 
The "Masonic Edition" of the Bible 
says, "Masonry is descended 
from the ancient mysteries." Ma-
sonry requires belief in a 
Supreme Being and treats all reli-
gions as though they believe in 
the same God, whom Masons call 

To AMORC, the Bible is 
neither unique nor reli-
able. AM0RC literature is 
openly hostile to Chris-
tianity and specifically re-
jects Christian teachings 
on God, Christ, salvation, 
and a host of other key 
doctrines. Supposedly 

The Centre's doctrines 
are radically different 
from those of orthodox 
Judaism or Christianity. 
The supreme being 
(called Ern Sof "endless-
ness") is unknowable, in-
finite, and cannot be 
named or described. God 

Wiccans can be panthe-
ists, polytheists, or both. 
The supreme being is 
called the Goddess, 
sometimes the Goddess 
and God, or goddess and 
horned god ("Lord and 
Lady"). The Goddess can 
be a symbol, the imper-

Satanism thoroughly and 
forcefully rejects biblical 
Christian doctrine and 
ethics and is man-cen-
tered in the extreme. 
God is viewed as an im-
personal balancing force 
of nature; LaVey writes 
that those who believe in 

Despite their clear denial 
of central biblical teach-
ings, many spiritualists 
believe themselves to be 
practicing an early, au-
thentic form of Christian-
ity. God is seen as an im-
personal power control-
ling the universe. Jesus 

Haitian voodoo is an 
animistic religion and 
combines many ele-
ments of African cults, 
Roman Catholic im-
agery and ritual, and 
even European folklore. 
There are two main 
types voodoo: Rada 

"Ancient wisdom" teach-
ings hold that the 
world's religions (Greek, 
Egyptian, Christian, 
gnostic, Buddhist, etc.) 
originally taught the 
same core truths, but 
were corrupted by the 
development of orga-
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by such titles as "Great Architect 
of the Universe" and "Jah-Bul-On" 
(supposedly His "secret name"; 
compounded of . . . Yu or Yah-
u . . . Baal or Bal or Bel, and Om, 
thus combining the names of the 
Hebrew, Phoenician and Hindu 
Deities, to indicate that they are 
in reality the same.”). When the 
Bible is quoted, references to Je-
sus are omitted; public prayers 
must not use Jesus' name. In sev-
eral rituals Jesus is made equal to 
Zoroaster, Buddha, or Muham-
mad. Salvation to the "Grand 
Lodge above" is achieved by liv-
ing an upright life, without ex-
plicit faith in Christ. Loyalty binds 
Masons to one another, and Ma-
sons promise by oath of gory 
death never to reveal their secret 
rituals to outsiders (curses that 
are symbolic today). Masonic 
vows include protection to fellow 
Masons, even in cases of crime.

anyone can use the cult's 
principles, regardless of 
church or religion. The 
advertised goal of life is 
"mastery of the self." The 
keys to one's spiritual 
transformation are 
buried in many places: 
Egyptian religions, Hin-
duism, kabbalah, gnosti-
cism, and Gnostic Chris-
tianity. Students use 
mental techniques to ac-
tualize their focused 
thoughts of health, pros-
perity, peace, and happi-
ness. Belief in karma, 
reincarnation, and a 
"Great White Brother-
hood" of highly evolved 
spiritual masters. 

reveals himself through 
ten emanations or mani-
festations, called sefirot, 
which are illustrated with 
male and female aspects 
as ten ooints on the Tree 
of Life. The 22 letters of 
the Hebrew alphabet 
were somehow used to 
create the world. Hu-
mans have a spark of the 
Creator within. The uni-
verse operates on spiri-
tual laws, and Kabbalah 
enables people to under-
stand and live in har-
mony with these laws. 
Man repairs the universe 
and even God Himself by 
sharing and living right 
so that he can hold more 
of the Creator's light, He 
climbs the Tree of Life 
back to God. and so re-
stores Eden. Ego is a 
banier to being like God; 
we break down ego to 
become like God. Evil is 
not a moral issue, but an 
issue of violating univer-
sal principles. Followers 
believe in reincarnation. 
The Jewish Messiah is yet 
to come.

sonal force in everything, 
or a personal being. Jesus 
is either rejected alto-
gether or sometimes con-
sidered a spiritual teacher 
who taught love and com-
passion. Wiccans do not 
believe that humanity is 
sinful or needs saving. It 
is important for Wiccans 
to honor and work for the 
preservation of nature 
(which they equate with 
the Goddess). At death 
one's body replenishes 
the earth, which is the 
Goddess's wish. Wiccans 
generally state no specific 
belief about life after 
death, though some be-
lieve in reincarnation and 
others believe in going to 
a wonderful place called 
Summerland.

a literal God invented 
him as an externalized 
form of their own ego. Je-
sus is regarded as either 
mythical or a failure. 
While some Satanists be-
lieve that Satan is a real, 
personal being, those 
who follow LaVey's teach-
ings usually do not. In-
stead, Satan symbolizes 
man as his own god and 
opposition to all reli-
gions. Man is just an-
other animal and should 
be free of moral codes. 
Belief in sin is designed 
to make men feel guilty 
so that they can be con-
trolled by hypocritical re-
ligious systems. Though 
man should learn from 
his mistakes. there is no 
need for salvation. There 
is no life beyond death; 
life is to be lived now, vi-
tally and pleasurably. 
There are "Nine Satanic 
Statements." or princi-
ples, some of which are: 
Man should indulge, not 
abstain; be kind only to 
the deserving; and take 
vengeance instead of 
turning the other cheek 
("Do unto others as they 
do unto you"). Satanists 
look down on those who 
want to do good, calling 
them "white-lighters."

was a man. not God in-
carnate. While on earth, 
he was a prophet or an 
advanced medium (one 
believed to communicate 
with the spirit world). Je-
sus is now a spirit with 
whom one can communi-
cate in he spirit world. 
Some use the term "holy 
spirit" to refer to the 
spirit of a holy person 
who once lived. After life 
on this earthly plane, life 
continues in the spirit 
world, where one's spirit 
may progress from one 
level to the next. Heaven 
and hell are considered 
states of mind. Some 
spiritualists believe in 
reincarnation and karma.

(seen by practitioners 
as benign) and Petro 
(seen as dominated by 
black magic). Voodoo 
acknowledges a remote 
creator god, called 
Bondye. Humans must 
deal with three main 
types of spirits: lemisté 
(also known as loa or 
lwa), lemó (the dead), 
and lemarasa (the sa-
cred twins). There are 
thousands of the capri-
cious lwa, among the 
most important of 
which are Ezili (associ-
ated with Our Lady of 
Mt. Carmel, love, and 
beauty) and Danbala 
(associated with St. 
Patrick and snakes). Af-
ter death, one part of 
man's spirit goes to 
Bondye, and another 
goes to Gine (a kind of 
African spiritual home-
land); there is also a be-
lief in reincarnation.

nized religion. The old-
est scriptures (the 
Hindu Vedas) contain 
the kernel truths and 
the others carry parts of 
this core: monism, rein-
carnation, yoga, evolu-
tion of consciousness, 
psychic powers, etc. In-
visible to us, the evolu-
tionary progress of 
Earth has been directed 
for thousands of years 
by a seven-tiered hierar-
chy of Masters or supe-
rior beings. Some were 
originally human, died, 
and are now "Ascended 
Masters" (also known as 
the "Great White Broth-
erhood"); they are still 
alive; some never had 
human embodiment. 
The Masters reveal 
themselves to a few se-
lect souls, either in re-
mote parts of the world 
(China, Tibet) or 
through psychic com-
munication, giving guid-
ance to those who are 
prepared for it. 
Blavatsky claimed com-
munication with several 
of these so-called Mas-
ters, as did most of her 
immediate successors. 
Jesus is considered the 
fifth incarnation in the 
Aryan race of the Christ, 
or supreme "World 
Teacher." Theosophy re-
jects Jesus' atonement 
and states that man 
brings about his own 
salvation through re-
peated incarnations; ev-
ery human being is a 
potential "Christ."

Occult 
Practices

Albert Pike, Grand Master and 
Com-mander of the Scottish Rite 
in the 1800s, in Morals and 
Dogma: 'The sun and moon rep-

AMORC offers a blend of 
necromancy, mysticism, 
and Egyptian religion 
with "development of 

The Zohar is an en-
crypted code possessing 
great mystical power. 
Meditating on the He-

Wiccans practice divina-
tion and spell-casting, 
with most rituals per-
formed in a circle. Many 

Satanic magic is based 
primarily on desire, ma-
nipulation, imagery, and 
force of will done in rit-

Mediums conduct 
séances to contact the 
dead, assorted psychic 
demonstrations. Church 

Spirits, summoned ritu-
ally by drums, are said 
to "mount" (possess) 
worshipers like horses, 

Yoga and meditation are 
employed in spiritual 
development; psychic 
powers (including "easy 
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resent the two grand principles 
of all generations; the active and 
passive, the male and female. 
...both shed their light upon their 
offspring, the Blazing Star or Ho-
rus, and the three form the great 
Equilateral Triangle, in the center 
of which is the omnific [all-creat-
ing] letter of the Kabalah, by 
which creation is said to have 
been effective.'

Pike, Instructions in the 23rd 
Supreme Council of the World, 
July 14th 1889: 'Yes, Lucifer is 
God, and unfortunately Adonai', 
which is a Hebrew name for God, 
'is also God. The true and pure 
philosophical religion is the belief 
in Lucifer, the equal of Adonai. 
But Lucifer, god of light and god 
of good, is struggling for human-
ity against Adonai, the god of 
darkness and evil'. 

Manly Hall, 33rd Degree Freema-
son, in The Lost Keys of Freema-
sonry: 'When the Mason learns 
that the key to the warrior on the 
block is the proper application of 
the dynamo of living power, he 
has learned the mystery of his 
craft. The seething energies of 
Lucifer are in his hands, and be-
fore he may step onward and up-
ward he must prove his ability to 
properly apply this energy'.

such psychic powers as 
telepathy, telekinesis, 
radiesthesia, clairvoy-
ance, clairaudience, and 
psychic projection." 
0ccult rituals employ mir-
rors, incense, candles, 
herbs, and similar para-
phernalia. The AM0RC-re-
lated Traditional Martin-
ist 0rder studies kab-
balah and engages in cer-
emonies requiring a 
black mask.

brew alphabet creates a 
channel to God; simply 
scanning the Zohar with 
one's eyes is sufficient to 
receive supernatural en-
ergy, even if one cannot 
comprehend what it 
says. Use of talismans 
such as a red string 
bracelet(bendel) worn on 
the left wrist to protect 
the wearer against the 
negative spiritual influ-
ences of the "evil eye" 
(described as "a danger-
ous stream of energy 
that emanates from the 
eyes of another person"). 
Use of other items said 
to possess spiritual 
power, such as Kabbalah 
Water (with special heal-
ing properties), magical 
stones, scented candles, 
incense, and eye cream. 
Extensive use of astrol-
ogy and meditation. 
Philip Berg is said to pos-
sess miraculous spiritual 
powers.

Wiccans are part of a 
coven (local assembly), 
though many are "soli-
tary." Covens meet for rit-
ual and seasonal holi-
days, including the 8 ma-
jor holidays (such as Ver-
nal Equinox, Summer Sol-
stice, and Beltane). Wicca 
is an occultic "nature reli-
gion," not Satanism.

ual. For the Satanist, 
there is no such thing as 
"black or white magick"; 
there is only magic. 
LaVey wrote that "Satanic 
Ritual is a blend of Gnos-
tic, Cabbalistic, Hermetic, 
and Masonic elements" 
employing "vibratory 
words of power." Some 
Satanists perform a blas-
phemous ceremony 
known as the "black 
mass." The most impor-
tant holidays are the Sa-
tanist's own birthday; 
April 30th (climax of 
spring equinox), and Oc-
tober 3lst.

services feature singing, 
music, sermons, spirit 
messages from the dead, 
and prophecies. Spiritu-
alists may use 0uija 
boards, crystal balls, and 
other instruments of div-
ination. Spiritualism of-
ten attracts grieving peo-
ple who hope for contact 
with a deceased loved 
one.

speaking and acting 
through them. Various 
kinds of divination and 
sorcery are used for 
protection, healing, di-
rection, luck, and in-
flicting harm on ene-
mies. Ritual offerings - 
including food, drink, 
and animal sacrifices - 
are made to appease 
the spirits. Cemeteries 
are important to some 
rituals. 

access" to the mystic 
"Akashic Records"), as-
tral travel, and other 
paranormal abilities 
may follow, depending 
on the individual. As-
trology and some other 
occult practices are con-
sidered "true sciences." 
An inner circle, known 
as the "Esoteric Section," 
engages in secret medi-
tation practices to at-
tune its members with 
the Masters.

Watch For • Symbols, such as the Masonic 
emblem of "G" (said to repre-
sent God and Geometry) within 
a compass (representing spiri-
tuality) and square (represent-
ing morality).

• Controversies among Chris-
tians over whether Freema-
sonry is truly a religion and 
whether believers can, in good 
conscience, be Masons.

• Related institutions: American 
Masonry historically excluded 
blacks, so Prince Hall Masonry 
was developed for African-
Americans. Order of the East-

• Similarities between 
Masonry and Rosicru-
cianism: Both run as 
lodges, initiate mem-
bers who pass through 
"degrees," vowing se-
crecy. Scottish Rite 
and French Rite Ma-
sonry have Rosicrucian 
degrees. Both present 
"ancient wisdom," pro-
fessing the unity of all 
religions by teaching 
syncretism. Masonry, 
Rosicrucianism, and 
Theosophy influenced 

• Controversies over ex-
pensive merchandise, 
courses, and fundrais-
ing methods.

• Widespread opposi-
tion by mainstream 
Jewish leaders, who 
denounce the Centre 
as a deceptive cult.

• Famous followers are 
said to include enter-
tainers Madonna, 
Demi Moore, Elizabeth 
Taylor, and Britney 
Spears.

• Related institutions in-

• Increasing popularity 
of books and products 
related to various 
kinds of witchcraft, pa-
ganism, and Goddess-
worship. These include 
do-it-yourself spell-
casting kits, candles, 
incense, lotions, and 
jewelry - often target-
ing young adult con-
sumers.

• Wicca-themed web 
sites and chatrooms 
for adults and 
teenagers. . Pop-cul-

• Related groups, includ-
ing the Temple of Set, 
founded in 1975 by 
Michael Aquino. Formal 
Satanist organizations 
have generally been 
short-lived. Many indi-
viduals are self-styled 
Satanists, improvising 
beliefs and rituals.

• Reports of satanist-in-
spired crime. Sensa-
tionalistic accounts of 
vast conspiracies of 
child-murdering Sa-
tanists have consis-

• The National Spiritual-
ist Associatlon of 
Churches, representing 
over 100 churches; 
there are many other 
small groups, but no 
single central spiritual-
ist organization.

• The symbol of the sun-
flower, regarded as 
"the emblem of spiritu-
alism" ("As the sun-
flower turns its face to 
the light of the sun, so 
Spiritualism turns the 
face of humanity to the 

• Voodoo should not be 
confused with 
hoodoo, a form of 
folk magic originating 
in the southern U.S.A. 
(though the two have 
some things in com-
mon).

• Sensationalized "zom-
bies" (the walking 
dead) and "voodoo 
dolls," as shown in 
some novels and 
movies. that do not 
reflect main voodoo 
beliefs.

• Related theosophical 
institutions, including 
the Theosophical Soci-
ety (Altadena, Califor-
nia); Theosophical So-
ciety in America 
(Wheaton, lllinois), 
with its Krotona 
School and Quest 
Books; and the United 
Lodge of Theosophists 
(Pasadena, California).

• Famous followers, 
such as children's au-
thors L. Frank Baum 
(The Wizard of Oz) 
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ern Star (for women); Rainbow 
Girls and Job's Daughters (for 
girls); and DeMolay (for boys) 
are "appendant orders." 
Shriners are a separate frater-
nity for Masons who have com-
pleted all the degrees in Scot-
tish or York Rite Masonry.

• Elements derived from Ma-
sonry in Rosicrucianism and 
the Mormon temple endow-
ment ritual.

one another.
• The tourist-oriented 

Rosicrucian Egyptian 
Museum and Planetar-
ium in San Jose, Cali-
fornia.

• Related groups, such 
as the Traditional Mar-
tinist Order; Rosicru-
cian Fellowship of Max 
Heindel (1865-1919); 
Fraternitas Rosae Crl-
cis of P.B. Randolph 
(1825-1875); the Lec-
torium Rosicrucianum 
of Jan Leene, aka Jan 
Van Rijckenborgh 
(1896-1968); and the 
Confraternity of the 
Rose Cross of Gary L. 
Stewart.

clude Spirituality for 
Kids (educational pro-
gram) and 0roz Re-
search Centre (devel-
ops products with su-
pernatural powers).

• Red string bracelets

ture versions of 
witches and witchcraft, 
as seen in mainstream 
films (like Practical 
Magic and The Craft), 
television programs 
(like Charmed, Sabrina 
the Teenage Witch, and 
Buffy the Vampire 
Slayer, and fiction 
(such as Teen Witch 
and Wild Girls: The 
Path of the Young God-
dess).

• Increasing acceptance 
of organized groups, 
such as pagan student 
unions on college and 
university campuses.

• Controversies over Wic-
cans serving as chap-
lains in prisons, hospi-
tals, and the military.

tently been debunked.
• Popular films, novels, 

and rock bands have 
used Satanist-inspired 
imagery for shock 
value,

• Famous followers, said 
to include entertainers 
Jayne Mansfield, 
Sammy Davis Jr., and 
Marilyn Manson. Con-
victed multiple mur-
derer Richard Ramirez 
(the "Night Stalker") 
was reportedly a Sa-
tanist

light of truth").
• "Spiritism" as a system 

of beliefs codified by 
French author Hip-
polyte Léon Denizard 
Rivail (1804-1869), aka 
Allan Kardec. Karde-
cism has millions of 
followers in Latin 
America.

• Newspaper articles 
about spiritualist com-
munities in Lily Dale, 
New York and Cas-
sadaga, Florida.

• Famous followers, in-
cluding Sir Arthur Co-
nan Doyle (1859-
1930), creator of the 
Sherlock Holmes detec-
tive series

• Related movements, 
including Santeria 
(Cuba) and Tambor 
de Mina (Brazil).

• In North America, 
voodoo is most com-
mon in areas with 
Haitian immigrant 
communities, such as 
Miami, New York City, 
Montreal, and 
Chicago. New 0rleans, 
Louisiana, has its own 
peculiar form of 
voodoo

and Frances Hodgson 
Burnett (The Secret 
Garden), and poet W. 
B. Yeats.

• Theosophy-inspired 
groups, such as the 
Krishnamurti Founda-
tions, based on the 
teachings of Jiddu Kr-
ishnamurti (1895-
1986); the Arcane 
School of Alice Bailey 
(1880-1949); Anthro-
posophy (Waldorf 
Schools); the Agni 
Yoga Society of 
Nicholas Roerich 
('1874-1947); the "l 
AM" movement; and 
the Church Universal 
and Triumphant of 
Elizabeth Clare 
Prophet (1939-).


